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“In his right hand he held seven stars, from his mouth came a sharp 
two-edged sword, and his face was like the sun shining in full 
strength.” 

Revelation 1:16 ESV  

Good	morning	and	welcome	to	Covenant! 
 
This week we’ll see that the Word of God penetrates deep into our 
souls and is compared to a double edged sword. God alone knows 
how to wield his Word into the depths of our souls. Since we can’t 
hide from God we must come to terms with our need for our Great 
High Priest, Jesus Christ.  
 
If this is your irst time at Covenant, welcome. It is great to be able 
to worship with you.  Please take the opportunity to introduce 
yourself to me after the service.  If you have questions about 
Covenant, don’t hesitate to contact me.  

Prelude and Meditation 

Welcome Pastor Jeff Landis 

“Shout for joy to God, all the earth; 
    sing the glory of his name; 
    give to him glorious praise! 
 Say to God, ‘How awesome are your deeds! 
    So great is your power that your enemies come cringing to you. 
 All the earth worships you 
    and sings praises to you; 
    they sing praises to your name.’” 
 Psalm 66:1-4 ESV 

Call to Worship Please Stand 
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Song of Worship Please Stand  

My	Hope	is	Built	on	Nothing	Less			TH 521 
 
1. My hope is built on nothing less  
than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame,  
but wholly lean on Jesus’ name. 
  
Refrain: 
On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; 
all other ground is sinking sand,  
all other ground is sinking sand. 
  
2. When darkness veils his lovely face, 
 I rest on his unchanging grace; 
in every high and stormy gale,  
my anchor holds within the veil. 
[Refrain] 
  
3. His oath, his covenant, his blood  
support me in the whelming lood; 
when all around my soul gives way,  
he then is all my hope and stay. 
[Refrain] 
  
4. When he shall come with trumpet sound, 
O may I then in him be found; 
dressed in his righteousness alone,  
faultless to stand before the throne. 
[Refrain] 
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Opening Prayer Please Stand  

Song of Worship Please Stand  

The	Lord’s	My	Shepherd 
 
The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want; 
He makes me lie in pastures green. 
He leads me by the still, still waters, 
His goodness restores my soul. 
 
And I will trust in You alone, 
And I will trust in You alone, 
For Your endless mercy follows me, 
Your goodness will lead me home. 
 
He guides my ways in righteousness, 
And He anoints my head with oil, 
And my cup, it over lows with joy, 
I feast on His pure delights. 
 
And though I walk the darkest path, 
I will not fear the evil one, 
For You are with me, and Your rod and staff 
Are the comfort I need to know. 

Responsive Reading of the Law from the Psalms 

And	God	spoke	all	these	words:	I	am	the	LORD	your	God…	You	shall	have	no	
other	gods	before	me. 
 
Against	you,	you	only	have	I	sinned	and	done	what	is	evil	in	your	
sight.	 
 
You	shall	not	make	for	yourself	an	idol…	You	shall	not	bow	down	to	them	or	
worship	them. 
 
Come,	let	us	bow	down	in	worship,	let	us	kneel	before	the	LORD	our	
Maker;	for	he	is	our	God	and	we	are	the	people	of	his	pasture,	the	
lock	under	his	care.	 
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You	shall	not	misuse	the	name	of	the	LORD	your	God. 
 
O	LORD,	open	my	lips,	and	my	mouth	will	declare	your	praise.		 
 
Remember	the	Sabbath	day	by	keeping	it	holy. 
 
How	lovely	is	your	dwelling	place,	O	LORD	Almighty!	Better	is	one	
day	in	your	courts		than	a	thousand	elsewhere. 
 
Honor	your	father	and	your	mother. 
 
Remember	not	the	sins	of	my	youth	and	my	rebellious	ways;	accord-
ing	to	your	love	remember	me,	for	you	are	good,	O	LORD.	 
 
You	shall	not	murder. 
 
Search	me,	O	God,	and	know	my	heart;	test	me	and	know	my	anxious	
thoughts.	See	if	there	is	any	offensive	way	in	me. 
 
You	shall	not	commit	adultery. 
 
You	have	set	our	iniquities	before	you,	our	secret	sins	in	the	light	of	
your	presence. 
 
You	shall	not	steal. 
 
Have	mercy	on	me,	O	God...blot	out	my	transgressions. 
 
You	shall	not	give	false	testimony	against	your	neighbor. 
 
Keep	me	from	deceitful	ways;	be	gracious	to	me	through	your	law.	 
 
You	shall	not	covet	your	neighbor’s	house.	You	shall	not	covet	your	neigh-
bor’s	wife,	or	his	manservant	or	maidservant,	his	ox	or	donkey,	or	anything	
that	belongs	to	your	neighbor. 
 
Turn	my	heart	toward	your	statutes	and	not	toward	sel ish	gain.	Save	
me	from	all	my	transgressions.	 
 
The	LORD	is	near	to	all	who	call	on	him,	to	all	who	call	on	him	in	truth.	He	
ful ills	the	desire	of	those	who	fear	him;	he	hears	their	cry	and	saves	them. 
 
My	mouth	will	speak	in	praise	of	the	LORD.	Let	every	creature	praise	
his	holy	name	forever	and	ever.	 
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Living	Hope	 
  
How great the chasm that lay between us. 
How high the mountain I could not climb. 
In desperation I turned to heaven 
and spoke your name into the night. 
Then through the darkness your loving-kindness 
tore through the shadows of my soul. 
The work is inished, the end is written, 
Jesus Christ, my living hope. 
 
Who could imagine so great a mercy? 
What heart could fathom such boundless grace? 
The God of ages stepped down from glory  
to wear my sin and bear my shame. 
The cross has spoken; I am forgiven, 
the King of kings calls me his own. 
Beautiful Savior, I’m yours forever, 
Jesus Christ, my living hope. 
 
Chorus: 
Hallelujah, praise the One who set me free! 
Hallelujah, death has lost its grip on me! 
You have broken every chain, 
there’s salvation in your name, 
Jesus Christ, my living hope. [Repeat] 
 
Then came the morning that sealed the promise, 
your buried body began to breathe. 
Out of the silence, the Roaring Lion 
declared the grave has no claim on me. 
Then came the morning that sealed the promise, 
your buried body began to breathe. 
Out of the silence, the Roaring Lion 
declared the grave has no claim on me. 
Jesus, yours is the victory! [Chorus] 

Song of Assurance  
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Congregational Prayer Richard Neff, Elder 

· Pray for wisdom and discernment for the Covenant session as 
they meet this week.  

 
· Prayer of thanksgiving for the efforts of Bethel Church PCA that 

partnered with us to help us complete the Crates for Ukraine 
project.  

 
· Pray for the Lord to encourage and comfort those who are 

unable to attend church because of health reasons.  
 
· Pray for the Livermore Bible study as they continue to meet on 

Thursday evenings.  Pray that the Lord would graciously use 
this effort to raise up a new mission work in Livermore.  

 
· Pray for the Folkerts serving in Uganda. Pray for their next 

calling after they inish their time in Uganda this May and that 
God would raise up two new evangelist missionaries to go to 
Karamoja and Mbale. 
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Song of Preparation Please Stand 

Across	the	Lands 
 
1. You’re the Word of God the Father  
from before the world began. 
Ev’ry star and ev’ry planet 
Has been fashioned by Your hand. 
All creation holds together 
By the power of Your voice! 
Let the skies declare Your glory; 
Let the land and seas rejoice! 
 
Chorus: 
You’re the author of creation, 
You’re the Lord of ev’ry man, 
And Your cry of love rings out across the lands! 
 
2. Yet You left the gaze of angels, 
Came to seek and save the lost, 
And exchanged the joy of heaven 
For the anguish of a cross. 
With a prayer You fed the hungry, 
With a word You stilled the sea. 
Yet how silently You suffered 
That the guilty may go free. [Chorus] 
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Scripture Reading: Hebrews 4:11-16 p. 1003 ESV 

11 Let us therefore strive to enter that rest, so that no one may fall 
by the same sort of disobedience. 12 For the word of God is living 
and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the divi-
sion of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning 
the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 13 And no creature is hid-
den from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him 
to whom we must give account. 
 
14 Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through 
the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confes-
sion. 15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympa-
thize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has 
been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 16 Let us then with con i-
dence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy 
and ind grace to help in time of need. 
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Sermon Series: Jesus is Be er 

“The	Living	Word	and	the	Great	High	Priest	” 
Pastor	Brian	Tsui 

Hebrews	4:11-16	ESV 
 

Introduction 
 
 
 
 
 
I. The Word of God Convicts us 
	 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
II.  The Great High Priest Condescends to us 
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III. Now we have Con idence to approach God  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Conclusion 
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Song of Response Please Stand 

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings                  Please Stand  

Covenant offers the option to give electronically through Tithely with the 
app, or you can text the word “Give” to 916-546-4670	to get started. 

Approach,	My	Soul,	the	Mercy	Seat   TH 507 
 
1. Approach, my soul, the mercy seat 
where Jesus answers prayer; 
there humbly fall before his feet, 
for none can perish there. 
 
2. Thy promise is my only plea; 
with this I venture nigh: 
thou callest burdened souls to thee, 
and such, O Lord, am I. 
 
3. Bowed down beneath a load of sin, 
by Satan sorely pressed, 
by war without, and fears within, 
I come to thee for rest. 
 
4. Be thou my shield and hiding place, 
that, sheltered near thy side, 
I may my ierce accuser face, 
and tell him thou hast died. 
 
5. O wondrous love! to bleed and die, 
to bear the cross and shame, 
that guilty sinners, such as I, 
might plead thy gracious name! 
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Please	join	us	in	the	fellowship	hall	and	courtyard	for	refreshments	 
and	fellowship	following	the	worship	service. 

Song of Dismissal Please Stand 

Lead	Me,	Lord			TH 727 
  
1.  Lead me, Lord, lead me in thy righteousness,  
make thy way plain before my face.  
For it is thou, Lord, thou, Lord only,  
that makest me dwell in safety. 
 
2.  Teach me, Lord, teach me truly how to live, 
that I may come to know thee, 
and in thy presence serve thee with gladness, 
and sing songs of praise to thy glory. 

Daily Bible Readings 

Monday, March 20   Numbers 35:9-36:13 
Tuesday, March 21 1   Peter 1:1-2:25 

Wednesday, March 22   1 Peter 3:1-5:14 
Thursday, March 23   Deuteronomy 1 
Friday, March 24   Deuteronomy 2 

Saturday, March 25   Deuteronomy 3:1-4:14 

Musicians  
Piano: Sarah Hwang; Guitar: Dave Hwang, Eric Wampler 

Percussion: Grace Frahm; Vocals: Justin Hwang, Rick Vander Kam,  
Katie Wampler 

The Lord’s Blessing Please Stand 
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Growth Group 

Discussion Questions G2
 

1. What does it mean that the Word of God is living and a double 
edged sword? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Look up Acts 2:22-41, this passage explains what happens when 
we have been cut or pierced by the Word of God.  What result 
should we expect from those who feel exposed by God’s Word? 
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3. How is the piercing and exposing power of God’s Word  
  connected to Jesus being our Great High Priest? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. What is the meaning of Jesus’ passing through heaven  
 (verse 14)? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. What objective truths help you to approach God’s throne  
  boldly? What can you do if you tend to approach God’s throne 
  timidly or with fear? 
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Announcements 

Thank	you	for	visiting	Covenant.	We	would	love	to	know	more	
about	you.		You	can	tell	us	about	yourself	by	using	the	QR	code. 

Growth	 Groups	 Meet	 Today	 These small groups meet for the 
purpose of fellowship and to discuss the sermon. It’s an excellent 
way to get connected. If you are looking for a group to join, please 
take an information sheet from the narthex. It has times, locations, 
and leaders’ contact information.  
 
New	Members  Next Sunday we will receive Rich and Jean Young 
into membership. They are coming by letter of transfer from Grace 
PCA. 
 
 
 
Upcoming	Dates 
Mar.  21 Trustees’ Meeting 
Mar.  22 Of icer Training 
Mar.  23 Session Meeting 


